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WELFARE REFORM BILL/No Welfare if Delinquent on Child Support

SUBJECT: Family Self-Sufficiency Act of 1995 . . . H.R. 4. Boxer modified amendment No. 2482 to the Dole modified
perfecting amendment No. 2280 to the committee substitute amendment.

ACTION: AMENDMENT AGREED TO, 91-0

SYNOPSIS: As reported with a committee substitute amendment, H.R. 4, the Family Self-Sufficiency Act will overhaul 6 ¢
the Nation's 10 largest welfare programs.

The Dole modified perfecting amendment would strike the provisions of the committee substitute amendment and insert ir
thereof substitute provisions, entitled "The Work Opportunity Act of 1995."

The Boxer modified amendmentwvould deny means-tested Federal benefits to any non-custodial parent more than 2 mon
delinquent in paying child support. Benefits would resume if a payment schedule were agreed to. For second and subse
delinquencies, benefits would be denied for 2 years. The term "means-tested Federal benefits" would be defined "as any pra
of assistance, funded in whole or in part, by the Federal Government, for which eligibility for benefits is based on megifieds
the amendment would not deny emergency medical care or nutrition benefits to teenage parents.

Those favoringthe amendment contended:

America's children are owed more than $34 billion in delinquent child support payments. Welfare rolls could be reducec
one-third if families could rely on even $300 a month of child support. Some of the parents who owe child support are recei
Federal assistance. We are highly offended that the American taxpayers are aiding parents who are refusing to take@are of the
children. The Boxer amendment, accordingly, would deny Federal assistance to such deadbeat parents until such time as th
their obligations to their children. Most of the delinquent parents are deadbeat dads, though the Boxer amendment would ap
deadbeat moms as well. For a first offense, a schedule to pay any delinquent amount would be set up. For a second or sub:s
offense, benefits would be denied for 2 years. As modified to meet some Senators' concerns, emergency medical benefis woulc
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be denied, nor would nutritional assistance for teenage parents. With these caveats, we are certain now that this arhexenent wil
with the firm approval of a majority of our colleagues.

No arguments were expressed in opposition to the amendment.



